
 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO JUNE NEWS 

Hopefully you joined us last month 

to celebrate our eighth birthday and 
took advantage of the many specials 

we had on offer.  We really enjoyed 
the week of celebrations and trust 

that you did too. 
Recently we have had Benny leave 

us for a new career in modelling and 
we wish him well in this new chapter 

in his life.  You can check out his 
portfolio on the Dally Watkins 

website where he is indeed looking 
most photogenic.  

Some good fish and plant specials 
this month and for the freshwater 

enthusiasts we have a cichlid, 

rainbow and tropical fish all on 
special. 

As always, till next month .... good 
fishkeeping! 

 
FRESHWATER PLANT OF THE 

MONTH -WATER WISTERIA 
 

This is a lovely bushy plant with lacy 
light green 

leaves.  When 
some of the 

leaves detach, 
they will often 

produce roots 

and can be 
planted down to 

make new 
plants. As it is 

quite a soft 
leafed plant it 

may be attractive to plant eaters 
such as goldfish but is a beautiful 

addition to most tropical setups. 
Normally $6.50 per bunch 

THIS MONTH $5.50 per bunch.  
 

CICHLID OF THE MONTH – 

ASSORTED PEACOCKS 
Peacocks are an African Rift Lake 
Cichlid from the open water, sandy 

bottom areas of Lake Malawi. They 
prefer hard 

water with a pH 
of 7.5 and 

above and do 
best in 

temperatures of 
at least 26°C. 

These small to 

medium fish 
grow to 10 – 

15cm depending 
on species and 

are quite a long 
lived fish in the 

aquarium. 
Peacocks are a 

territorial and 
semi-aggressive 

fish and are 
best mixed with 

other African 
Cichlids of a 

similar temperament.  They are not 

suitable to mix with tropical species 
such as angels, gouramis, tetras 

and such as would be found in a 
normal tropical community tank. 

African Cichlids are greedy and 
messy feeders and for this reason 

require heavy filtration with frequent 
water changes to keep successfully. 

They are simple to feed. They are 
omnivores and do well on a varied 

diet of cichlid pellets and flakes, 
frozen foods both meaty and 

vegetable and occasional feedings of 
live food.  

Normally $16.50 each. 

JUNE SPECIAL $12.00 EACH. 

from NIELSEN’S MARINE MATES 
45 – 47 Beenleigh Redland Bay Road, Loganholme. 4129 
www.nielsensmarinemates.com.au  Ph 3801 4222 
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FIGHTER LOOKING A LITTLE 

SLUGGISH? 

Siamese Fighting Fish (also known 
as Bettas) are a 

tropical fish.  Many 
people keep them in 

an unheated tank 
year round, choosing 

a warm location in 
the house to keep them during 

winter.  However, Fighters will 
thrive if kept in a heated aquarium 

and there are a number of options 
available to do this.  

BettaTherm is a small, round 
heater meant to be 

placed under the 

gravel in the 
aquarium. It is 

approximately 8cm or 
3” in diameter and at 

7.5 watts is 
recommended for 

fighter tanks or bowls 
from 4.5 litres up to 13.5 litres (1 – 

3 gallons). This heater can be used 
in either glass or acrylic bowls or 

aquariums.  It is designed to raise 
the temperature by 2.7 to 5.4 

degrees above the room 
temperature.  As it does not have a 

thermostat, you will need to check 

the temperature and turn the heater 
off if the water becomes too warm. 

$37.99. 
Next is the Marina Betta Heater. 
It is an 8 watt heater and is 
recommended for 

aquariums or bowls 
from 2 to 5 litres 

and will raise the 
room temperature 

by 3 to 7 degrees. 
This heater 

attaches to the 
side of the tank via 

a suction cup and as with the 

previous heater, does not have an 
automatic thermostat.  $21.99  

For larger fighter setups there is the 

25 watt PetWorx Heater.  This 

heater has the advantage 
of an automatic 

thermostat so will turn 
itself on and off to 

maintain the selected 
temperature.  However, it 

needs to be installed 
vertically in the aquarium 

via a suction cup and 
requires a minimum 

water depth of 20cm.  $20.99 
  

FRESHWATER FISH  
OF THE MONTH –  

UTCHEE CREEK RAINBOWS. 
Australia, along with New Guinea, is 
blessed to be the home of the 

beautiful Rainbowfish family. 
Amongst these are the Utchee Creek 

Rainbows (Melanotaenia utcheensis) 
which originate from several creeks 

in the Johnstone River catchments 
in North Queensland.   These small 

Rainbows rarely grow larger than 
6cm and are a great aquarium fish.  

They are peaceful fish, mixing well 
with most other similar sized 

rainbows as well 
as freshwater 

tropical 

aquarium fish. 
They are 

omnivores, in 
nature feeding 

on algae, insects and small 
invertebrates and so do well in the 

aquarium on flake and small pellet 
foods, along with frozen foods. 

All in all, a great little Queenslander! 
Normally $9.99. NOW $7.50.     

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

REGISTER FOR OUR NEWSLETTER  either 
in store or email us at: 

nielsensmarinemates@bigpond.com 
Check out our Facebook page which is 
regularly updated with lots of photos of 
new livestock and products as they 
arrive.  ‘Like us’ to receive  
notification of updates.  
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CO2 UPDATE 

If you read our 

article last month on 
CO2 fertilization for 

the freshwater 
aquarium but still 

are a little hesitant 
to take the plunge 

and purchase a full 
system, the Easy 

CO2 System may be 
your answer. It is 

designed to run long 
term on 60cm tanks, but can also be 

used to try out the effect of CO2 on 
plants in a larger tank.  Very simple 

to set up, it comes with a diffuser 

and CO2 can and will be up and 
running in minutes.  At only $21.99  

this is a chance to try before you 
invest your hard earned dollars. 

Note: If you did not see last month’s 
article, it is still available by visiting 

the newsletter achives on our 
website:   

http://nielsensmarinemates.com.au/
news/newsletter/  

 
EAT YOUR GREENS! 

Most fish, freshwater of saltwater, 
need some green matter in their 

diet – some more than others.  Even 

purely carnivorous fish will benefit 
from obtaining some green matter 

via the stomach contents of fish 
they have eaten. An easy way to 

give a vegetable boost to their diet 
is by using Seaweed Sheets. 
These are relished by many 
freshwater and marine fish, in fact 

some species you would never 
suspect will absolutely go mad for 

seaweed sheets. The best way to 
feed these sheets is to cut the 

sheets in to small pieces and use a 
vege clip to hold the seaweed in 

place.  

There are a number of styles of 
vege clips available starting with the 

standard clip which 

attaches via a suction 

cup to the side of the 
tank. These are 

cheap at only $4.99 
but do have the 

disadvantage that 
the suction cups 

harden over time and 
the clip will then tend to fall off the 

glass.  
If you are constantly frustated by 

suction cup vege feeders falling off 
the glass then the top 

of the range 
VeggieMag may be 

the answer. It 

attaches to the glass 
with a powerful 

magnet and can be 
used on glass up to 17mm thick. It 

is simple to position the feeder 
anywhere on the glass without 

getting your hands wet and in the 
unlikely event that you should knock 

the Veggie Mag off the glass, it even 
floats. This is a great investment for 

all aquarists at $35.50. 
Not ready to lash out on a magnetic 

algae clip? This little clip is priced at 
$9.99 which positions it between 
the magnetic and standard clips and 

has the advantage of 
a screw clamp to keep 

the suction cup firmly 
secured. 

Of course, Seaweed Sheets are also 
available in 10 sheet packs for 

$12.99. 
Still looking for more 

vegetable supplements?  
Instead of standard frozen 

brine shrimp why not try 
Spirulina Brine Shrimp?  

A favourite food of most 
fish, this brine shrimp has been fed 

on Spirulina, thus boosing its 

vegetable content. $7.50 compared 
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to standard packs at $5.40, but well 

worth the extra cost.  

MARINE FISH OF THE MONTH 
BLACK OCELLARIS CLOWNS 

Most of you will be 
familiar with the 

orange ocellaris 
clown (as in the top 

of the picture, left) 
often referred to as 

‘Nemo’. The black 
ocellaris is a colour variation of the 

same species of clown. Even in the 
orange colouration, the amount of 

black outlining the white stripes 
varies greatly from one fish to 

another. It is thought that the black 

colouration is a genetic mutation, 
widely believed to have originated in 

the Darwin region, which causes 
these fish to have little, if any 

orange colour. Keeping black 
ocellaris is exactly the same as the 

normal clowns; they are a great 
addition to most marine tanks, 

being easy feeders and very hardy. 
As they are the same species, 

different colour variations 
interbreed.  Normally $49 each. 

BLACK OCELLARIS NOW $42.00.  
 

FRESHWATER FISH OF THE 

MONTH – ASSORTED MOLLIES 
Mollies are a live bearing fish giving 

birth to 10 to 20 babies at a time. 
As they are 

amongst the 
larger size babies 

born, their 
survival in a 

community tank is better than most, 
especially if a lot of plant and hiding 

places are provided for the babies. 
Mollies come in a large variety of 

colours ranging from reds, orange, 
yellow, white, silver, black, black 

and white, green and more. They 

are active and hardy and make a 
great community fish.   

Normally $5.50  

THIS MONTH ONLY $4.50 

INTRODUCING NEW FISH  
TO A TANK  

Here are a few simple strategies to 
ensure a smooth transition from 

shop to home tank when introducing 
new fish.   

1. ALWAYS CHECK YOUR WATER 
QUALITY, and preferably do a 

water change, BEFORE adding new 
stock to your tank. Tests should 

include temperature, pH and nitrate 
as a minimum and, in a marine 

tank, salinity also. Tests for nitrite 
and ammonia are also advised.  

These levels deteriorate over time. 

If this occurs gradually enough, fish 
already in the tank may adjust, 

sometimes even to really poor 
conditions, but new fish may not 

tolerate the sudden change. 
2. Fish can become stressed during 

transport, especially in hot weather. 
Do not leave your fish shut up in the 

car for any length of time.  Get 
them home as soon as possible and 

use an esky or foam box for 
transport. We recommend 

acclimatizing fish by placing them in 
a clean container in the water they 

have been transported in, then 

slowly dripping water from your 
aquarium over an hour or more to 

even up any small difference in 
water quality and temperature. 

(This does not replace Step 1).    
Use a piece of airline tubing with a 

valve on the end or loosely tie a 
knot in airline to adjust the flow.  

Don’t forget that this is running or 
you may empty your aquarium and 

flood your house! 
3. Make sure new fish are not being 

attacked and harassed by old fish. If 
so, try turning out the lights to allow 

time for the fish to settle and/or add 

more rocks, plants etc for the fish to 
shelter in. If aggression continues, 
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isolate the aggressor to give the 

new fish time to form territory.  


